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Artist’s stay 
at home 
project has 
wrong effect

AN ARTIST has been 
awarded public fund-
ing for a project which 
will see her pledge not to 
leave Glasgow – where she 
already lives – for a year. 

El l ie  Harrison was 
awarded £15,000 by Crea-
tive Scotland to fund The 
Glasgow Effect, which 
aims to challenge the 
“demand for travel” fac-
ing artists and academ-
ics. The 36-year-old, a lec-
turer in contemporary art 
practices, said the experi-
ment would enable her “to 
cut her carbon footprint 
and increase her sense of 
belonging, by encouraging 
her to seek out and create 
local opportunities”.

Harrison will not leave 
the Greater Glasgow area 
until 2017, except in the 
event of the ill-health or 
death of a close relative or 
friend.

But critics soon took to 
social media to question 
the project’s objectives, 
with its title attracting par-
ticular concern. The Glas-
gow Effect is a term regu-
larly used to describe the 
city’s poor public health 
record. 

One wrote: “There are 
undoubtedly many people 
who will never have left 
Glasgow due to long-term 
unemployment and pov-
erty, and surely they could 
better tell their experienc-
es instead of some artist?”

A Creative Scotland 
spokesperson said: “Ellie’s 
project met the criteria for 
Open Project Funding to 
develop her practice.”

By CHRIS MCCALL

Some four million people 
watched Downton Abbey’s 
Christmas special in the week 
following its broadcast – the 
biggest “catch-up” audience 
for any UK TV programme on 
record.

The figure means Downton’s 
festive farewell was enjoyed 
by a total of 10.92 million peo-
ple, enough to make it one of 

Downton extends Christmas Day ratings lead as soaps suffer
the top 40 most-watched pro-
grammes of 2015.

It it also the second-highest 
audience for any Downton 
Abbey Christmas special, and 
a big jump on last year’s figure 
of 7.66 million.

Other programmes did less 
well, however, with both East-
Enders and Coronation Street 
failing to get enough of a boost 
from catch-up audiences to 
jump up the Christmas Day 
chart.

By IAN JONES

0Laura Carmichael starred in 
the Downton Abbey sendoff

0Kate Atkinson said she felt that A God in Ruins, pictured inset, was possibly the best novel she had ever written, and was delighted it won the award

The new figures have been 
published by the Broadcast-
ers’ Audience Research Board 
(Barb).

They show that while ITV’s 
Downton Abbey was the most-
watched show on Christmas 
Day, BBC1 dominated the rest 
of the top 10.

Mrs Brown’s Boys came sec-
ond with 9.49 million view-
ers, down a little from 9.69 
million in 2014, when it took 
first place.

Call the Midwife was third 
with 9.30 million, Stick Man 
fourth with 9.28 million and 
Strictly Come Dancing fifth 
with 8.54 million.

The Queen’s Christmas mes-
sage was broadcast simulta-
neously on BBC1 and ITV and 
had a combined audience of 
7.76 million.

The rest of the top ten was 
made up of Doctor Who, East-
Enders, Coronation Street and 
the film Brave. 

Tennis star Andy Mur-
ray has vowed to leave the 
Australian Open if his wife 
goes into labour early with 
their first child.

The baby is due in mid-
February, with the first 
Grand Slam of the 2016 
season running from Jan-
uary 18-31.

Asked if he would with-
draw from the final if 
wife Kim Sears went into 
labour, the 28-year-old 
Scot said: “I’m going to fly 
home.”

He added: “I’d be way 
more disappointed win-
ning the Australian Open 
and not being at the birth 
of the child.”

Murray plans to 
fly home if baby 
comes early

By JANE BRADLEY

Sweet smell of success for Atkinson 
with second Costa Book Award win

It is one of the most prestig-
ious awards on the literary 
calendar and the only major 
book prize that is open solely 
to authors resident in the UK 
and Ireland – now two Scottish 
authors have been named as 
winners in the 2015 Costa 
Book Awards.

Kate Atkinson has scooped 
the coveted Costa Novel Award 
for the second time in three 
years for her latest work A God 
in Ruins, making her the first 
author in the prize’s history 

to win three category awards. 
Meanwhile, poet, writer and 
musician Don Paterson OBE, 
who was born in Dundee 
and now lives in Edinburgh, 
was handed the Costa Poetry 
Award for his latest collection, 
40 Sonnets – 12 years after he 
first won the accolade. 

Other winners included 
former teacher and librarian, 
Andrew Michael Hurley, who 
won the First Novel Award 
with The Loney, a slow-burn 
gothic horror story the judges 
called “as close to the perfect 
first novel as you can get”. 

Historian and writer Andrea 
Wulf triumphed in the Biogra-
phy Award for The Invention 

of Nature: The Adventures of 
Alexander Von Humboldt, 
The Lost Hero of Science.

M e a n w h i l e ,  F r a n c e s 
Hardinge scooped the Chil-
dren’s Book Award with Victo-
rian melodrama The Lie Tree.

Mr Paterson said: “I’m sur-
prised and delighted; I defi-

nitely wasn’t expecting to win 
again, certainly not given the 
strength of the other books on 
the shortlist.” 

The five authors, each of 
whom will receive £5,000, 
were selected from 638 entries. 
The winners now go forward 
for the 2015 Costa Book of the 
Year, which will be announced 
later this month.

If that prize is won by Dundee 
University graduate Atkinson, 
she would become the first 
novelist to ever receive the 
accolade twice, having already 
scooped the title in 1995 for her 
first book, Behind the Scenes 
at the Museum.

Ms Atkinson said: “A God In 
Ruins is possibly the best novel 
I’ve written so it is absolutely 
wonderful to have it validated 
in this way. I’m delighted that It 

has been chosen as Costa Nov-
el of the year.”

Christopher Rogers, man-
aging director of Costa, said: 
“The Costa Book Awards 
have an extraordinary track 
record of recognising and cel-
ebrating some of the best and 
most enjoyable British books, 
so it’s fantastic to be announc-
ing another stellar collection 
of award-winners which we 
know people will absolutely 
love reading.”

The winner of the Costa Book 
of the Year award, selected 
by a panel of judges chaired 
by James Heneage, will be 
announced at a ceremony 
hosted by broadcaster Penny 
Smith in London on Tuesday, 
26 January. 

● Dundee University graduate is one  
of two Scots to scoop prizes this year
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0Dundee-born Don Paterson 
took home the poetry award


