Artist’s £15K ... to stay in Glasgow

AN artist has been paid £15,000 of taxpayers’
money to not leave Glasgow for a year.

Academic Ellie Harrison was given the cash
by the Creative Scotland quango after per-
suading it that staying in the city constituted
a 12-month performance piece - even
though she lives there anyway.

The Glasgow Effect project began at mid-
night on New Year’s Eve - and has already
met with derision from many locals.

Miss Harrison, 36, is a lecturer in contem-
porary art practices at Dundee University.
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Publicity for The Glasgow Effect says: ‘The
experiment will... encourage her toseek out
“local opportunities” -testing whatbecomes
possible when she invests all her ideas, time
and energy within the city where she lives.’
Creative Scotland insisted it ‘met the crite-
ria for funding’, but Eben Wilson, of the cam-
paign group Taxpayer Scotland, said it was
‘silly project, devoid of ambition’. Miss Harri-
son was unavailable for comment last night.



